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of one of the Corps. A little later there were altogether
nine false charges lodged in the courts against our
Soldiers. A great number of the converts were devil-
dancers, and their changed lives became monuments of
God's saving power. At two seasons of the year great
devil-dancing festivals are held and are a means of much
temptation to the converts, for continual attempts are
made to get them to take part in the scenes of devilry.
One of the two seasons falls about the beginning of
December, and the following description, written by
Ensign Jeya Thebam, will give a good idea of a devil-
dance.
" * We at the Cape have been passing through a very
trying season lately. It has been the devil-dancing
festival, and all our converts have been more or less tempted
to join in the celebrations, but, glory to God, they have
stood firm. Have you ever seen a man possessed of the
devil? The tom-toms beat, the cymbals clash, and a
weird, uncanny song is chanted. Presently the devil-
dancer begins to move, his body sways, and he begins to
shout, and the dance goes on increasing in vehemence and
intensity till he leaps to an incredible height, and dances
at a speed that makes one giddy and sick to look at.
Undoubtedly he is possessed of the devil.
" ' At Kadacheri the other night an attempt was made
to perform the above rites before the temple which was
some time ago given over to The Army. A great crowd
of Hindus collected and the music began. A devil-dancer
from another village was brought and prepared for his
performance. A few Salvationists who were present
prayed very earnestly to God to defeat the devil, and it
really turned out so. In spite of all their exertions and
shouting, no devil would come upon the man, and after
an hour or two they retired discomfited.
" < The devil-dancer of the village, who is now a saved
man, stood by and remarked: " For nine years past I
have been possessed of the devil, and danced before that
temple at this season of the year ; but now all that is gone,
for I worship the true God." Our meeting commenced
just afterwards, and he and many others gave similar
testimonies. In this Division I should think there cannot